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Abstract

The very aim of the present study was to examine the relationship between big five personality
traits and basic psychological needs, and utilization of social networks among university
students of Mahabad Islamic Azad University. The design of this study was correlational and
its sample was consisted of 6000 university students of Mahabad Islamic Azad University, who
were selected through cluster sampling. The instruments employed in this study were NEO
Personality Inventory, Basic Psychological Needs Scale, and a researcher-made questionnaire
addressing utilization of social networks. To perform the data analysis, Pearson’s correlation
coefficient and Analysis of Variance were used. The obtained results revealed that neuroticism,
openness to experience, and the need for competence were significantly related to utilization
of social networks; however, there was no significant relationship between utilization of social
networks and extraversion, agreeableness, conscientiousness, autonomy, and relatedness.

Keywords: Big five personality traits, basic psychological needs, University
students of Islamic Azad University, utilization of social networks




